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Points to be considered

▪ Format and timings

▪ Preparation time and candidate notes

▪ Role of teacher-examiner

▪ Sequencing grid

▪ Role play

▪ Picture-based task

▪ Conversation

▪ AQA
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Pearson / Edexcel
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All speaking assessments are now marked externally by Edexcel examiners

Foundation Tier Higher Tier

7–9 minutes + 12 minutes’ preparation time 

70 marks

10–12 minutes + 12 minutes’ preparation time 

70 marks

Role play: 1–1.5 minutes 

10 marks (communication only)

Role play: 2–2.5 minutes

10 marks (communication only)

Picture-based task: 2.5–3 minutes 

16 marks (communication and content)

8 marks (linguistic knowledge and accuracy)

Picture-based task: 3–3.5 minutes

16 marks (communication and content)

8 marks (linguistic knowledge and accuracy)

Conversation: 3.5–4.5 minutes

12 marks (communication and content)

12 marks (interaction and spontaneity)

12 marks (linguistic knowledge and accuracy)

Conversation: 5–6 minutes

12 marks (communication and content)

12 marks (interaction and spontaneity)

12 marks (linguistic knowledge and accuracy)

Format and timings
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1. Identity and culture

2. Local area, holiday and travel

3. School

4. Future aspirations, study and  

work

5. International and global 

dimension

• Role play scenarios:

• based on any of the topics from 

Themes 1–4 only

• Picture-based task: 

• based on any of the topics from 

Themes 1–5 

• Conversation:

• based on any two Themes

Specification Themes
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Preparation time

• Candidates must be allowed 12 minutes’ preparation time 

under supervised conditions to prepare for the role play and 

picture-based tasks.

• The preparation time must be:

▪ immediately before the candidate’s scheduled 

examination

▪ used only to study the stimulus cards provided. 

• During the preparation time, candidates must not:

▪ prepare for (or make notes on) the conversation 

task

▪ have access to dictionaries or other resources.
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Candidate notes (form CN2)

• Candidates are permitted to make notes relating to Tasks 1 
and 2 (role play and picture-based task) during their 
supervised preparation time.

• All candidates must use form CN2 to record their notes.*

• Candidates may write full sentences in their notes.

• Candidates may refer to their notes in the assessment but 
should be strongly discouraged from reading out whole 
prepared sentences.

• Candidates must hand the teacher-examiner both stimulus 
cards and form CN2 on completion of Task 2 and prior to the 
commencement of Task 3 (conversation).

• All CN2 forms must be kept secure in the centre until the end 
of October in the year the assessment is completed, after 
which time they must be securely destroyed.

*Under no circumstances should candidates make notes on the 
role play and picture-based task stimulus cards.
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Role of the teacher-examiner

Teacher-examiners must:

• conduct the tasks in the following order:

1. role play 

2. picture-based task 

3. conversation

• use the sequencing grid provided by Pearson for the 

allocation of the:

▪ role-play stimulus card 

▪ picture-based stimulus card

▪ the second conversation theme

• keep a close eye on task timings.
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The sequencing grid

• The sequencing grid is designed to ensure all 

candidates talk about four of the five themes in the 

speaking assessment.

• The candidate’s choice of topic for the first part of 

the conversation drives allocation of both stimulus 

cards and second conversation theme.

• The sequencing grids will differ for each language 

and each tier every year.
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The sequencing grid
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Role play
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Role play

• Pearson will set and provide ten different sets of role 
plays for each tier.

• Each role play comprises 2 cards (1 for teacher; 1 for 
candidate).

• Teacher cards contain instructions on how to conduct 
the role play and the exact questions to ask.

• Each role play opens with an introduction from the 
teacher who then asks the first question.

The purpose of the role play is to 

assess communication through: 

• understanding and responding, 

including the ability to ask 

questions

• use of the correct register.

The role play assesses the 

candidate’s ability to:

• ask questions

• answer questions

• select the correct register (formal 

or informal).
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Foundation Tier role play

▪ 5 bullet points eliciting 5 utterances from the candidate:

▪ 2 bullets require candidates to answer 
straightforward questions within the context of the 
role play scenario

▪ 1 bullet requires candidates to give an 
opinion/reason/description

▪ 1 bullet (marked ?) requires candidates to ask a 
question

▪ 1 bullet (marked !) requires candidates to answer 
an unpredictable question.

▪ All bullet points can be addressed in the present tense or a 
familiar condition tense (e.g. je voudrais).

▪ The candidate should use the correct register.
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Higher Tier role play

▪ 5 bullet points eliciting 5 utterances from the candidate:

▪ 2 bullets two require candidates to answer 
straightforward questions within the context of the 
role play scenario

▪ 2 bullets (marked ?) requires candidates to ask a 
question

▪ 1 bullet (marked !) requires candidates to answer 
an unpredictable question in a past tense.

▪ Four bullet points can be addressed in the present tense or a 
familiar conditional tense (e.g. je voudrais).

▪ The candidate should use the correct register.
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Role play - example
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Role play - example
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Role play: teacher-examiner
Teacher-examiners must:

• allocate the role play stimulus card according to the sequencing grid

• introduce the scenario at the start of the role play (using the appropriate 

masculine or feminine forms)

• ask the set questions as presented.

• The set questions and comments must be asked as they are presented. 

Exception: For prompt 5 in Foundation tier and prompts 4 and 5 in 

Higher tier, if the candidate asks a question before the teacher has 

prompted them, the teacher must not then ask the candidate if they have 

a question.

Teacher-examiners may:

• repeat the set questions twice (i.e. utter three times in total).

Teacher-examiners must not:

• re-phrase the set questions

• ask any supplementary questions.
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Picture-based task
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Picture-based task

• Pearson will provide ten different sets of picture-
based tasks for each tier.

• Each task comprises 2 cards (1 for teacher; 1 for 
candidate).

• Teacher cards contain instructions on how to conduct 
this task and the exact questions (and prompts) to 
ask.

The purpose of the picture-based 

task is to assess communication 

through: 

• exchanging opinions

• providing descriptions

• narrating events 

The candidate must be allowed to 

develop his/her responses as well 

as he/she is able. Prompts have 

been provided for each question to 

facilitate this.
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Picture-based task assessment 

criteria (points of interest)

Communication and content – examiners are listening for:

• development and fluency of responses

• expression and justification of opinions

• consistency and effectiveness of language to describe, 

narrate and inform

• clear pronunciation and intonation.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy – examiners are listening 

for:

• accurate grammatical structures (including tenses)

• coherent responses with minor errors that do not affect 

communication
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Picture-based task: 

Foundation Tier

Candidate card             Teacher-examiner card

A colour picture and 5 bullet point prompts in 

the target language (NB: except in Chinese and 

Japanese where prompts are in English):

Bullet 1 (present tense) always requires the 

candidate to describe the picture.

Bullet 2 requires the candidate to give an 

opinion.

Bullet 3 (past tense) requires the candidate to 

narrate a past event.

Bullet 4 (future tense) requires the candidate 

to speak about future plans or ambitions.

Bullet 5 requires the candidate to express an 

opinion on a more general aspect of the topic.

A colour picture and 5 questions (with set 

prompts in brackets):

Question 1: always “Describe the photo” and 

the prompt is [Anything else? ]

Question 2: T-E gives an opinion on the topic 

of the picture and asks the candidate for 

his/her opinion.

Question 3: T-E asks the candidate to narrate 

a past event related to the topic.

Question 4: T-E asks the candidate about a 

future plan or experience related to the topic.

Question 5: T-E asks a more open question 

inviting the candidate to give a personal 

response. 
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Picture-based task: Higher Tier

Candidate card             Teacher-examiner card

A colour picture and 5 bullet point prompts  in 

French (NB: except in Chinese and Japanese where 

prompts are in English):

Bullet 1 (present tense) always requires the 

candidate to describe the picture.

Bullet 2 requires the candidate to give an 

opinion.

Bullet 3 (past tense) requires the candidate to 

narrate a past event.

Bullet 4 (future tense) requires the candidate 

to speak about future plans or ambitions.

Bullet 5 (unexpected) requires the candidate 

to express an opinion on a more general 

aspect of the topic.

A colour picture and 5 questions (with set 

prompts in brackets):

Question 1: always “Describe the photo” and 

the prompt is [Anything else ?]

Question 2: T-E gives an opinion on the topic 

of the picture and asks the candidate for 

his/her opinion.

Question 3: T-E asks the candidate to narrate 

a past event related to the topic.

Question 4: T-E asks the candidate about a 

future plan or experience related to the topic.

Question 5: T-E asks an unpredictable 

question inviting the candidate to give a 

personal response.
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Picture-based task - example
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Picture-based task - example
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Picture-based task: 

teacher-examiner

Teacher-examiners must:

• allocate the picture-based task stimulus card according to 
the sequencing grid

• ask the 5 set questions as presented.

Teacher-examiners may:

• use the set prompts as presented

• repeat the set questions and prompts twice (i.e. utter 
three times in total).

Teacher-examiners must not:

• re-phrase the set questions

• ask any supplementary questions

• deviate from the set prompts.
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Conversation
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Conversation

• Recommended timings:
• Foundation Tier: 3.5 – 4.5 minutes

• Higher Tier: 5 – 6 minutes

• The conversation is in two parts, each covering a 
separate theme.

• An equal amount of time must be allocated to each of 
the two themes.

The purpose of the conversation task is to assess the 

candidate’s ability to: 

• develop conversations and discussions

• give opinions.

Candidates must initiate the conversation.
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Conversation

Part 1

• Candidates select one topic from 

one Theme no later than 2 weeks 

before the assessment.

• At the start of the conversation, 

candidates state their chosen 

aspect(s) from their nominated 

topic and talk for up to 1 minute.

• After a maximum of 1 minute, the 

conversation continues on the 

chosen topic and may extend to 

other topics within the same 

Theme if necessary to ensure the 

recommended time for this task 

is used most effectively.

Part 2

• The sequencing grid will allocate 

each candidate two Themes for 

part 2 of the conversation.

• The teacher-examiner may 

choose which of the two Themes 

to use.

• Part 2 of the conversation may 

focus on one or more topics from 

the selected Theme if necessary.
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Conversation
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Conversation assessment criteria –

points of interest

Communication and content – examiners are listening for:

• information given willingly

• extended sequences of speech to express thoughts, ideas and 
opinions with justification

• good variety of vocabulary (some uncommon)

• clear pronunciation and intonation.

Interaction and spontaneity – examiners are listening for:

• spontaneous responses

• natural, unrehearsed interaction

• candidates who can develop the conversation

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy – examiners are listening for:

• accurate grammatical structures (including tenses)

• coherent responses with minor errors that do not affect 
communication
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Conversation: 

teacher-examiner
Teacher-examiners must:

• time the conversation to ensure it lasts within the 
recommended minimum and maximum times:

• 3.5 – 4.5 minutes for Foundation Tier

• 5 – 6 minutes for Higher Tier

• ensure an equal amount of time is allocated to both 
parts of the conversation. 

Teacher-examiners’ questions must allow candidates to:

• produce extended sequences of speech

• give and justify own thoughts and opinions

• use past, present and future tenses / time frames and 
structures

• use a variety of grammatical structures and vocabulary
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Oral Assessment 

Guide
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Oral Assessment Guide
GCSE Modern Languages: support for the 

speaking test (2023 update) - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNhD9MpsG0o&t=2s
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AQA



Format and timings
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What's assessed
Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of 
purposes

How it's assessed
•Non-exam assessment
•7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time
•10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time
•60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
•25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier
•The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, but with 
different stimulus questions for the Photo card and different stimulus 
materials for the Role-play. The timings are different too: Role-play – 15 
marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier)
•Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at 
Higher Tier)
•General conversation – 30 marks (3–5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 5–7 
minutes at Higher Tier)
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2 minutes max 

Foundation

3 minutes max at Higher
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Conversation
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Themes

Theme 1: Identity and culture

▪ Topic 1: Me, my family and friends

• Relationships with family and friends

• Marriage/partnership

▪ Topic 2: Technology in everyday life

• Social media

• Mobile technology

▪ Topic 3: Free-time activities

• Music

• Cinema and TV

• Food and eating out

• Sport

▪ Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Chinese-speaking countries/communities



Conversation
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Themes

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest

▪ Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region

▪ Topic 2: Social issues

• Charity/voluntary work

• Healthy/unhealthy living

▪ Topic 3: Global issues

• The environment

• Poverty/homelessness

▪ Topic 4: Travel and tourism



Conversation
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Themes

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment

▪ Topic 1: My studies

▪ Topic 2: Life at school/college

▪ Topic 3: Education post-16

▪ Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions
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Sample Assessment Materials

https://qualifications.pearson.co

m/en/home.html

https://www.aqa.org.uk/

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/
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