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    TEACHING SPELLING USING PHONICS    
 

In the past phonics has been thought of as unhelpful when it comes to spelling because there are so many different combinations of graphemes 
(letters or groups of letters) to spell phonemes (sounds).  However, current research has found that the spelling code in the English language “could 
be reduced to 176 common spellings for the 44 sounds in the English language.  This is sufficient to cover over 90% of words”.  (Diane McGuiness – 
Sound Reading System).  “Spelling alternatives for each phoneme can be mastered through controlled exposure and varied repetition”. 
 
 

• Controlled exposure – introducing children to new grapheme/phoneme correspondences at an appropriate time 

• Increasing the application – introducing children to move complex words that use the grapheme/phoneme correspondences already taught 

• Increasing the repertoire – introducing children to alternative spellings for the same phoneme in a controlled way 
 
 
This document contains a bank of words for each of the 44 sounds and the alternative spellings for these phonemes, supporting the teaching of 
spelling through controlled exposure, increased application, and varied repetition.   
Some ideas for its use include: 

• finding examples of phonic patterns in text to discuss 

• writing a text and linking to focus grapheme/phoneme correspondences 

• using the word bank alongside existing spelling teaching strategies and resources 

• directly referring to spelling patterns to support assessment for learning 

• creating resources, such as spelling mats, for alternative spelling patterns 
 
 
Phonics is central to reading in Key Stage 1, and children leave Year 2 with a wealth of knowledge.  If we can support children to make links and 
connections with phonics, this will provide a strong foundation for the teaching of spelling. 
 
 
For further information and resources, please visit the Portsmouth Education Partnership website.  
https://www.portsmoutheducationpartnership.co.uk/school-improvement/curriculum-cpd/language-and-literacy/phonics/  

https://www.portsmoutheducationpartnership.co.uk/school-improvement/curriculum-cpd/language-and-literacy/phonics/
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/a/ 

a - man, ant a - man, ant  a - man, ant  a - man, ant a - man, ant 

mat 
nap 
can 
bag 
ham 

gran 
camp 
plan 
spat 
yank 

plant 
clamp 
brand 
flaps 

 

accident 
answer 
imagine 
appear 

 

savannah 
angelic 

uncanny 
accommodate 

appreciate 
exaggerate  

/air/ 

air - chair  air - chair  
ear - bear 

are - square  

air - chair  
ear - bear 

are - square  
ere - there 

air - chair  
ear - bear 

are - square  
ere - there 

a - dictionary 
 

air - chair  
ear - bear 

are - square  
ere - there 

a - dictionary 
aer - aeroplane 

air 
pair 
hair 

chair 
flair 
bear 
pear 
wear 
bare 
care 

fairer 
dairy 
swear 
square 
careful 
share 
there 
where 

 

despair 
swear 

declare 
welfare 
prepare 

therefore 
ordinary 
various 

February 

impair 
swear 

nightmare 
premiere 
werewolf 
dictionary 

wary 
necessary 
secretary 
aeroplane 
aerobics 
aerosol 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/oi/ 

oi - point oi - point 
oy - boy 

oi - point 
oy - boy 

oi - point 
oy - boy 

oi - point 
oy - boy 

oil 
coin 
foil 

point 
soil 
boil 
boy 
toy 

noise 
spoil 
joint 
enjoy 
annoy 

 

disappoint 
poison 
employ 
voyage 

moisture 
ointment 

flamboyant 
gargoyle 

/ear/ 

ear - ear  ear - ear  
eer - deer  

ear - ear  
eer - deer  
ier - pier  

ear - ear  
eer - deer  
ier - pier  

ere - here 

ear - ear  
eer - deer  
ier - pier  

ere - here 
er - bacteria 

ear 
hear 
near 
year 

beard 
deer 
peer 

feared  
reindeer 

volunteer 
pier 

fierce 
here 

sphere 

appear 
disappear 

mountaineer 
engineer 
cashier 

chandelier 
severe 

atmosphere 
bacteria 

experience 

weary 
mountaineer 

engineer 
cavalier 

interfere  
sincerely 

persevere 
serial 
cereal 

souvenir 
delirious 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/ar/ 

ar - star ar - star 
al - half 

ar - star 
al - half 

a - father  

ar - star 
al - half 

a - father  
au - laugh  

ar - star 
al - half 

a - father  
au - laugh  
er - clerk 

car 
bar 

farm 
arm 
park 

stark 
party 
half 
calf 

artist 
carpet 
palm 

father 
grasp 
clasp 

chance 

heart 
harmful 
marble 
almond 
passed 
draft 
staff 
laugh 
aunt 

bargain 
marvellous 
parliament 

behalf 
disastrous 

draught 
clerk 

sergeant 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/i/ 

i - in i - in i - in 
u - busy 

e - pretty 

i - in 
u - busy 

e - pretty 
ui - build 
y - myth 

i - in 
u - busy 

e - pretty 
ui - build 
y - myth 

ai - fountain 

pin 
pill 

king 
quick 

brick 
pill 

king 
slip 

quick 
drink 

little 
silly 
gift 

kitten 
busy 

pretty 
England 

consider 
different 

experiment 
history 
imagine 
business 
minute 
decide 

knowledge 
build 
built 
gym 
myth 

pyramid 
bicycle 

individual 
signature 

compliment 
business 
minute 
college 

privilege 
equipment 
equipped 

build 
built 

physical 
rhythm 
system 
bargain 
fountain 

mountain 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/oo/ 

oo - book oo - book oo - book 
u - full 

oul - would 

oo - book 
u - full 

oul - would 
o - wolf 

oo - book 
u - full 

oul - would 
o - wolf 

book 
look 

flood 
blood 

flood 
blood 

up 
full 

grunt 
scrub 
would 
should 
could 

flood 
blood 

blubber 
duckling 
would 
should 
could 

company 
smother 

flood 
blood 

blubber 
duckling 
would 
should 
could 

borough 
thorough 
stomach 

accompany 
government 

/ow/ 

ow - cow  
 

ow - cow  
ou - mouse 

ow - cow  
ou - mouse 

ow - cow  
ou - mouse 

ow - cow  
ou - mouse 

ough - drought 

now 
how 
town 
howl 

out 
about 
sound 
prowl 
power 

 

brown 
flower 
coward 
bounce 
loudly 
house 

growled  
towering 
thousand 
mountain 

doubt 
announce 

growled  
towering 
allowed 
council 
aloud 

plough 
bough 

drought 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/ue/ 

 ue - due 
u-e - cube 
ew - new  

ue - due 
u-e - cube 
ew - new  

eau - beauty  

ue - due 
u-e - cube 
ew - new  

eau - beauty  
u - unit 

ue - due 
u-e - cube 
ew - new  

eau - beauty  
u - unit 

ui - nuisance 
eu - feud 

ueue – queue 

 due 
Tuesday 

cute 
use 

tube 
new 
few 

rescue 
hue 

tuned 
jewel 
screw 

beautiful 
beauty 

 
 

value 
pursue 

continue 
argue 

diffuse 
steward 
renew 

beautiful 
beauty 

unit 
actual 

particular 
popular 
regular 

continue 
revenue 

persecute 
substitute 

curfew 
beautiful 
beauty 

communicate 
community 
individual 

occupy 
nuisance 

feud 
neutral 
queue 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/e/ 

e - end e - end 
ea - bread 

e - end 
ea - bread 
ie - friend  
ai - said 
a - any 

e - end 
ea - bread 
ie - friend  
ai - said 
a - any 
u - bury 

e - end 
ea - bread 
ie - friend  
ai - said 
a - any 
u - bury 

eo - leopard 
ei - leisure 

bed 
fed 
hen 
pen 

end 
tent 
rent 
rest 

head 
dead 
deaf 

 

fresh 
meant 
bread 
spread 
tread 
friend 
said 

again 
any 

many 

exercise 
remember 
sentence 

breath 
weather 

friendship 
against 

anywhere 
bury 

burial 

definite 
especially 

explanation 
measure 
treasure 

endeavour 
friendship 

against 
secondary 

bury 
burial 

leopard 
jeopardy 
leisure 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/igh/ 

igh - night igh - night 
ie - pie 

i-e - kite 
y - fly 

igh - night 
ie - pie 

i-e - kite 
y - fly 

i - child 
eye - eye 

igh - night 
ie - pie 

i-e - kite 
y - fly 

i - child 
eye - eye 

eigh - height 
is - island 

igh - night 
ie - pie 

i-e - kite 
y - fly 

i - child 
eye - eye 

eigh - height 
is - island 

y-e - rhyme 
ai - bonsai 
ei - feisty 

night 
fight 
high 

slight 
fright 
bright 

pie 
tie 
die 

pipe 
smile 
bride 

by 
my 

lighter 
delight 

flies 
dries 
cried 
knife 
invite 
shy 
fly 
try 

find 
mind 
kind 
child 
eye 

frightful 
eyesight 
denies 
defies 
arrive 
decide 

describe 
cycle 

bicycle 
deny 

library 
eye 
bye 

height 
island 

lightning 
slightest 
dignified 
implied 

recognise 
sacrifice 
occupy 
magnify 
identity 
variety 

dye 
sleight 
island 
rhyme 
hype 

bonsai 
samurai 

feisty 
apartheid 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/o/ 

o - on 
 

o - on 
a - what 

 

o - on 
a - what 

au - because 
 

o - on 
a - what 

au - because 
ou - cough 

o - on 
a - what 

au - because 
ou - cough 
ho - honest 
ach - yacht 

pot 
on 
not 
top 

cross 
gloss 
blob 
what 
was 

gold 
hold 
cold 

everybody 
squad 
swan 
wash 
want 

because 

often 
opposite 
complete 
continue 
consider 

alter 
watch 
wallet 
fault 

sausage 
cough 

foreign 
conscious 

communicate 
accomodate 

waffle 
qualify 
warrior 
assault 
vault 

trough 
shoulder 
honest 
yacht 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/oa/ 

oa - coat oa - coat 
ow - snow 

oe - toe 
o-e - bone 

o - post 

oa - coat 
ow - snow 

oe - toe 
o-e - bone 

o - post 

oa - coat 
ow - snow 

oe - toe 
o-e - bone 

o - post 
ough - though 

ew - sew 

oa - coat 
ow - snow 

oe - toe 
o-e - bone 

o - post 
ough - though 

ew - sew 
eau - chateau 

au - mauve 
ol - folk 

boat 
goat 
foam 
foal 

cloak 
boast 
snow 
flow 
grow 
goes 
hoe 

bone 
home 
cope 

no 
go 
so 

loaves 
throat 
bellow 

rainbow 
echoes 
heroes 
choke 
broke 
most 
only 
both 

clothes 

hoax 
bungalow 

elbow 
meadow 
tomatoes 
potatoes 
volcanoes 
compose 
cyclone 
notice 
won’t 
bonus 
though 

although 
dough 

sew 

hoax 
swallow 

tornadoes 
diagnose 
postpone 

accomodate 
recommend 

furlough 
sew 

chateau 
plateau 
mauve 

aubergine 
folk 
yolk 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/u/ 

u - up u - up 
o - love 

u - up 
o - love 

oe - does 
oo - flood 
ou - touch 

u - up 
o - love 

oe - does 
oo - flood 
ou - touch 

ough - thorough 

u - up 
o - love 

oe - does 
oo - flood 
ou - touch 

ough - thorough 

up 
cup 
pup 

put 
bull 
pull 

push 
love 

come 
some 

bully 
sugar 
front 

brother 
mother 
glove 
does 
look 
book 
could 

should 
would 

fulfil 
suppose 
company 
woman 
women 
doesn’t 

flood 
blood 

famous 
young 

enough 

butcher 
interrupt 
stomach 

government 
occur 
doesn’t 
blood 
flood 

cousin 
double 

marvellous 
thorough 

mischievous 
neighbour 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/ai/ 

ai - train ai - train 
ay - play 

a-e - train 
ey - grey 

ai - train 
ay - play 

a-e - train 
ey - grey 
a - baby 

ea - break 

ai - train 
ay - play 

a-e - train 
ey - grey 
a - baby 

ea - break 
eigh - eight 

ei - vein 
aigh - straight 

ai – train        aigh - straight 
ay – play           ae - sundae 
a-e – train        et - ballet 

ey - grey 
a - baby 

ea - break 
eigh - eight 

ei - vein 

rain 
sail 
pain 
wait 

train 
chain 
grain 
play 
pray 
make 
blame 
chase 
they 
grey 

training 
afraid 
aiming 
spray 

crayon 
doorway 

amaze 
awake 

misplace 
prey 
obey 
paper 
baby 
able 
great 
break 
steak 

raincoat 
waitress 
holiday 

gateway 
anyway 
locate 

disgrace 
strange 
survey 

occasion 
famous 

favourite 
potatoes 

great 
break 
steak 

weight 
eight 
sleigh 
vein 
rein 

straight 

proclaim       ingrain 
dismay          display 

exaggerate       duplicate 
appreciate 

communicate 
convey 

chamber 
ancient 

explanation 
break 
great 
steak 

neighbour 
feint 
beige 

straight 
sundae 
reggae 
ballet 
duvet 
buffet 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/or/ 

or - fork or - fork 
aw - saw 

or - fork 
aw - saw 
a - ball 
al - talk 
ar - war 

ore - more  
oor - door 
our - four 
ure - sure 

or - fork 
aw - saw 
a - ball 
al - talk 
ar - war 

ore - more  
oor - door 
our - four 
ure - sure 

augh - caught  
oar - board 

or – fork    aw - saw 
a – ball     al - talk 

ar – war  ore - more  
oor - door 
our - four 
ure - sure 

augh - caught  
oar - board 

ought - fought 
au - fraud 

aur - dinosaur 

for 
fork 

thorn 

sport 
scorn 
saw 

drawn 
straw 
jigsaw 

assorted   morning 
scornful 

awful   awning 
flawless 

ball   stall 
talk   chalk 

always 
war   warm 

towards 
more   score 
door   floor 

your 
fourth  
pour 
sure 

assure 

enormous   organisation 
history   disorder 

glorious   forgetting 
adoration 
unlawful 

installation 
walnut 
reward 

implore     restore 
carnivore 
outdoorsy 
recourse 

immature   furniture 
surely 

naughty  caught 
fraught   distraught 

coarse  board 
overboard 

according    category 
forty            adorable 

comfortable     restorable 
formula 

unlawful   recallable 
stalwart   uproarious 

sycamore  boorishness  
tournament     gourment 

neighbour 
signature    temperature 

naughty     caught 
fraught    distraught 

uproariously 
nought     brought 

wrought   thoughtlessness 
audacious    autopsy 
plausible   cautious 

dinosaur   stegosaurus 
tyrannosaurus 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/ee/ 

ee - tree ee - tree 
ea - leaf 
e-e - eve 

ee - tree 
ea - leaf 
e-e - eve 

e - me 
y - sunny 
ie - field 
ey - key 

eo - people 

ee - tree 
ea - leaf 
e-e - eve 

e - me 
y - sunny 
ie - field 
ey - key 

eo - people 
i - ski 

i-e - machine 

ee - tree 
ea - leaf 
e-e - eve 

e - me 
y - sunny 
ie - field 
ey - key 

eo - people 
i - ski 

i-e - machine 
ei - receive 

bee 
see 

seem 
jeep 

tree 
bleed 
creep 
leaf 

feast 
bleach 

eve 
even 

bleeding   knee 
knead 

cheater 
evening 

these 
be 
he 
we 
me 
she 

behind 
because 

funny 
runny  
field 
brief 
key 

donkey 
valley 

people 

disagree   foresee 
increase   conceal 
eastern   mislead 
league   concrete 

delete   supersede 
believe   complete 
extreme    tedium 
behind   medium 
funnily   greedily 

fiddly   occasionally 
accidentally 

relief   unachieved 
disbelief 

malarkey   disobey 
journey 
people 
ski   taxi 

yeti   semi 
automobile   imbecile 

machine 

interfere   guarantee 
committee 

reasonable  feasible 
unfeasible   unbeatable 

contravene   sincere 
sincerely 

vehicle   reliable 
apostrophe   catastrophe 

correspond   independence 
delicious 

affectionately   amazingly 
frequently   immediately 

achievable   relievable 
unbelievably 

whiskey   people 
safari   radio 
salami   alias 

tambourine   chlorine 
cuisine   receive 
perceive   ceiling 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/er/ 

er - sister 
ur - turtle  

er – sister 
ur - turtle 

ir - bird 
 

er - sister 
ur - turtle 

ir - bird 
ere - were 
or - doctor 

er - sister 
ur - turtle  

ir - bird 
ere - were 
or - doctor 
ear - earth 
ar - collar 

our - favour 
re - centre 

er - sister 
ur - turtle  

ir - bird 
ere - were 
or - doctor 
ear - earth 
ar - collar 

our - favour 
re - centre 

eur - amateur 

her 
kerb 
herd 
turn 
burp 

church 

stern 
perch 
alert 
burst 
slurp 
curls 
bird 
swirl 
thirst 

water 
verse 
verge 
surfer 
burnt 

bursting 
birches 
chirping 
firmer 
were 
worm 
work 
world 
worth 

 
 

adverb   inferno 
invert   submerge 
certain   interact 

supermarket   consider 
exercise   dangerous 
mystery   remember 

purpose   surprise 
return   natural 
confirm   swirly 
virtually   were 
rework   early 
earth   heard 

learn   grammar 
altar   peculiar 

regular   calendar 
favour 

journey 
courteous 

centre 
metre 

interfere   interrupt 
tertiary   reference 

preference   transference 
average   controversy 

determined   government 
considerably   

understandable 
disturbance   occurrence 

thirsty   whirly 
circumference   confirmation 

were   reworkable 
earnest 

researchable 
circular 
familiar 

favourable 
journalist 
spectre 
amateur 
voyeur 

  



July 2022 version 
 

18 

 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/oo/ 

oo - moon oo - moon 
ue - blue 
u-e - flute 
ew - chew  

oo - moon 
ue - blue 
u-e - flute 
ew - chew  

o - do 
u - super 
ou - you 

oo - moon 
ue - blue 
u-e - flute 
ew - chew  

o - do 
u - super 
ou - you 
ui - fruit 

oe - shoe 

oo - moon 
ue - blue 
u-e - flute 
ew - chew  

o - do 
u - super 
ou - you 
ui - fruit 

oe - shoe 
ough - through 

moon 
soon 

spoon 
bloom 
blue 
true 
June 
flute 
chew 
screw 

balloon 
boosted 

glued 
clues 
rueful 
prunes 
rules 
blew 

cashew 
do 
to 

today 
proved 

flu 
thru 

super 
you 

group 

reboot   uproot 
accrued   construe 

fondue   untrue 
argue   cruelty 

discontinue   misconstrue 
gruesome 

include   pollute 
resolute 

preview  regrew 
unscrew 

disprove   remove 
scuba 

peculiar 
uncouth 
routinely 
youthfully 

recruit 
fruit 

bruise 
shoe 

canoe 

bruise 
gruesome 
influential 
parachute 

dilute 
chewable 
moveable 

superstitious 
superficial 
boutique 

crucial 
suitor 

recruiting 
fruitlessness 

canoeist 
through 

throughout 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/ks/ 

x - fox x - fox x - fox x - fox x - fox 

fox 
box 

flax 
next 
twix 

vortex 
lynx 

context 
index 
relax 

 

appendix 
approximation 

paradox 
relaxation 

/kw/ 

qu - queen qu - queen qu - queen qu - queen 
kw - awkward 

qu - queen  
kw - awkward 
cqu - acquaint 

quit 
quick 

squid 
quake 
quite 
quest 

 

quitting 
squirms 
square 

 
 
 

queenly 
question 
quarter 
squarely 
conquest 
awkward 

quadrant 
eloquent 
quittance 

awkwardness 
acquaint 

acquaintance 
acquisition 

/ng/ 

ng – king 
 

ng – king 
 

ng – king 
 

ng – king 
ngue – tongue 

ng - king 
ngue - tongue 

bang 
ding 
dong 
dung 

bring 
clang 
flung 

throng 
sprung 
hunting 

 

 breathing 
benefiting 
preferring 
occurring 

wrong 
wrung 

harangue 
meringue 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/y/ 

y – yes 
 

y - yes 
 

y – yes 
i – onion 

y – yes 
i – onion 

y – yes 
i – onion 

yell 
yam 
yob 
yuck 

 

yelp 
yard 

yammer 
yawn 
year 

yellow 
 

yield 
you 

behavior 
billion 

brilliant 
bunion 
civilian 

companion 
familiar 
junior 

opinion 
reunion 

view 
casual 

yeast 
yearn 

ammonia 

yacht 
incendiary 

/zh/ 

  s – treasure 
 

s-treasure 
si – vision 

 

s - treasure 
si – vision 
ge – beige 

  casual 
enclosure 
measure 
pleasure 

usual 
 

casualty  closure 
composure 
exposure 
enclosure 

Asia 
freesia 
fusion 

allusion 
incision 

conclusion   confusion 
television   transfusion 
persuasion   adhesion 

cohesion 
barrage   camouflage 

collage   dressage 
espionage   mirage 

prestige 
sabotage 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2  Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/b/ 

b – bag 
bb - rabbit 

b – bag 
bb - rabbit 

b – bag 
bb - rabbit 

b – bag 
bb - rabbit 

pb – cupboard 

b – bag 
bb - rabbit 

pb – cupboard 

bat   big 
bog   cab 

sob 
bus 
jab 

boss 
buzz 

rubber 
gibbon 
rubbish 

bled   bless 
bulb   blunt 

brush 
bone 
bowl 
bay 

bead 
babbling 
dribbling 
stubborn 

bound 
brawl 
blew 
daub 
bacon 
blind 
bear 

 

believe  
bicycle  
breath  

breathe  
build  

busy/business 
probably 
raspberry 

embarrass 
bruise 

bargain 
 

/d/ 

d – dog 
dd – ladder 

 

d – dog 
dd-ladder 

ed – banned 
 

d – dog 
dd – ladder 
ld – should 

ed – banned 
 

d – dog 
dd – ladder 
ld – should 

ed – banned 
de – blonde 

d – dog 
dd – ladder 
ld – should 

ed – banned 
de – blonde 

dad   den 
bed   cod 
dig   did 

mad   pad 
duck   dung 

odd 
add 

adder 
paddock 

bland   blend 
dregs   drift 
dwelt   scold 

strand 
addict 

bladder 
gladdest 
shredded 

buzzed 
shelled 

dozed   ditch 
Dutch 

cheddar 
could 
would 

gunned 
hummed 
dubbed 
pulled 

wrapped 

decide   describe  
different    difficult  

disappear   ordinary 
address 

reigned   remembered 
appeared 

considered 
disappeared 
questioned 

decide 

definite    desperate  
determined  

develop    dictionary  
disastrous   attached 

addiction 
occurred 

shouldered 
determined 
stomached 
persuade 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/p/ 

p – pan 
pp – happy 

p – pan 
pp – happy 

p – pan 
pp – happy 

p – pan 
pp – happy 

p – pan 
pp – happy 

map 
mop 
pin 
pat 

pack 
pang 
chap 
pain 
peep 
park 
soap 
pure 
pool 

appear 
chipper 
dapper 
happen 
pepper 
puppet 
support 

 
 

 

plight 
grump 
depth 
pulp 

swept 
spick 
plush 
wrap 
proud 
appeal 
append 
appoint 

approach 
clapper 
dripping 
flipping 

unzipped 
whopper 

 

pyramid 
please 
pause 
patch 

puncture 
plumbing 
applause 
appraise 
oppose 

wrapper 

complete 
experience 
experiment 

group 
important 
particular 
peculiar 
perhaps 
popular 
position 

possess(ion) 
possible 
potatoes 
pressure  
probably 
promise 
purpose 
separate 
special 

surprise 
appear 

disappear 
opposite 
suppose 

accompany 
competition 
correspond 
desperate 
develop 

explanation 
especially 

occupy 
parliament 
persuade 
prejudice 
privilege 

profession 
programme 

pronunciation 
temperature 

apparent 
appreciate 

opportunity 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/v/ 

v - van  
 

v - van  
 

v - van  
f - of 

v - van  
f – of 

ve – twelve 

v - van  
f - of 

ve - twelve 

vat 
vet 
vets 
vex 
verb 
devil 

 

vest 
vamp 
volt 

brave 
vine 
drive 
stove 
every 
travel 
value 
viza 

 

vault 
veal 
veil 

cover 
envoy 
favour 
mover 
oven 

 
 

favourite 
various 
believe 
arrive 

 
 

available 
average 

controversy 
convenience 

develop 
environment 
government 

individual 
marvelous 
privilege 
relevant 
variety 

vegetable 
vehicle 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/w/ 

w – web 
 

w – web 
wh – wheel 

 

w – web 
wh – wheel 

o – one 
 

w – web 
wh – wheel 

o – one 
u – language 

w – web 
wh – wheel 

o – one 
u – language 

web 
wet 
will 

wing 

twist 
swept 
swing 

seaweed 
highway 

wheel 
when 
which 

 

wallet 
wander 

housework 
sweater 
whack 
wham 
whisk 
whale 
which 
one 
once 

weight 
woman 
whence 

everyone 
someone 
language 
penguin 
anguish 

twelfth 
underwhelm 

language 
dissuade 
languish 

distinguish 
suite 

/ch/ 

ch – chip 
 

ch – chip 
tch – match 

 

ch – chip 
tch – match 

 

ch – chip 
tch – match 
tu – century 

 

ch – chip 
tch – match 
tu – century 
t - amateur 
ci - ancient 

chip 
bench 
chop 
coach 

brunch 
champ 
starch 

screech 
match 
hatch 

fetch   witch 

which 
teach 

children 
hatches 
fetches 
witches 
crutches 

bachelor 
touch 

interchange 
uncatchable   stitching 

century   creature 
lecture   temperature 

fracture 

changeable 
achieve 

attached 
punctuate 
sumptuous 

amateur 
ancient 



July 2022 version 
 

25 

 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/h/ 

h – hen 
 

h – hen 
 

h – hen 
wh – who 

h – hen 
wh – who 

h – hen 
wh – who 

hen 
hag 
hat 
hill 

harsh 
hay 
hark 

hemp 
 

h – hen 
hatch 
house 

hyphen 
who 

whole 

heard 
heart 
height 
history 
whose 

harass 
hindrance 
whosoever 

wholly 

/r/ 

r – rat 
rr – carrot 

 

r – rat 
rr – carrot 

 

r – rat 
rr – carrot 

wr – wrong 
 

r – rat 
rr – carrot 

wr – wrong 
 

r – rat 
rr – carrot 

wr – wrong 
rh – rhyme 

rat 
red 
rob 
rain 
rear 

carrot 
 
 

bred   ramp 
train 
rope 
crest 
crab 
lorry 
array 

arrears 
arrest 
arrive 
arrow 
barrel 

correct 
flurry 
ferret 
horrid 

bread   break 
children   restful 
disagree   prefix 

remake   submarine 
triangle   proclaim 

curries 
corrupt 
errand 
wrong 
wrap 
wrack 
wreck 
wretch 
wring 
wrist 

courage   brother 
fracture   recent  

regular   reign 
remember   increase 

natural 
straight 
strange 
strength 

preferred 
irregular 

irresponsible 
corruptly 
wrinkle 

wreckage 
wrestle 

 

recognise   recommend 
relevant   restaurant 
sacrifice   secretary 

pronunciation 
thorough   harass 
bruise   guarantee 

hindrance   appreciate 
foreign 

interrupt   embarrass 
wrongfulness 

wretched 
rhyme 
rhythm 

rhapsody 
rhetoric 
rhubarb 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/t/ 

t - tap t - tap t - tap 
tt - kitten  
tw - two 

ed - jumped 

t - tap 
tt - kitten  
tw - two 

ed - jumped 
te - minute 

t - tap 
tt - kitten  
tw - two 

ed - jumped 
te - minute 

bt - debt 

tap 
tip 
tell 
tear 

to 
today 
belt 

strong 
twist 
true 
toe 
tray 

tear 
cent 
fast 

steak 
after 
plant 
great 

Christmas 
past 
most 
told 
last 

water 
pretty 
butter 
attract 

two 
checked 
hopped 

difficult 
accident   accidentally 

eight   experiment 
extreme   fruit 
heart   height 

important 
interest 
material 
notice 
often 

potatoes 
quarter 
recent 

sentence 
strange 
strength 
weight 

smattering 
two 

wrapped 
whipped 
minute 
taste 
route 
waste 

lightning   apparent 
appreciate   category 

community   competition 
desperate   determined 
equipment   existence 

forty   guarantee 
interfere 

parliament 
relevant 

restaurant 
stomach 
suggest 
system 
yacht 

attached 
committee 

two 
equipped 
definite 

caste 
chaste 
debt 

doubt 
subtle 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/th/ 

th - thin 
th - that 

th - thin 
th - that 

th - thin 
th - that 

th - thin 
th - that 

the - breathe 

th – thin 
th - that 

the - breathe 

thin 
thick 
three 
thing 

moth 
north 
thrush 
with 
they 
there 

path 
bath 
both 
thief 

clothes 
father 

mother 
other 

thunder 
 

youth 
through 
thought 

thoughtful 
breath 
earth 
eighth 
length 
health 

strength 
themselves 

although 
therefore 

though 
either 

breathe 
loathe  

 
 
 
 
 

 

thorough 
rhythm 
twelfth 
thumb 

altogether 
breathe 
scythe 

wreathe 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/f/ 

f - fan 
ff - sniff 

f - fan 
ff - sniff 

ph - phone 

f - fan 
ff - sniff 

ph - phone 

f - fan 
ff - sniff 

ph - phone 
gh - laugh 

f - fan 
ff - sniff 

ph - phone 
gh - laugh 

ffe - giraffe 

fun 
fat 
flip 
off 
cuff 
puff 

drift 
flung 
theft 
fresh 
shrift 
stuff 
bluff 
sniff 

graph 
phew 

 
 

fast 
after 

father 
floor 
find 
half 

beautiful 
affair 
differ 
stuffy 
fluffy 
offal 

alphabet 
dolphin 

 

favourite 
famous 

February 
forward 
forwards 

fruit 
often 

therefore 
chef 

different 
difficult 
rebuff 

hyphen 
lymph 
laugh 
cough 

enough 

sacrifice 
definite 
familiar 
foreign 

forty 
frequently 
interfere 
twelfth 
dwarf 
wharf 

sufficient 
physical 

pharmacy 
phosphate 
laughable 

giraffe 
pouffe 
gaffe 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/g/ 

g – gum 
gg - egg 

g – gum 
gg - egg 

g - gum 
gg - egg 

g - gum 
gg - egg 

gh - ghost 
gu - guide 

gue - league 

g - gum 
gg - egg 

gh - ghost 
gu - guide 

gue - league 

got 
gum 
big 
hog 
leg 

gloss 
egg 

grunt 
grant 

grump 
argue 
bingo 

dragon 
girth 
egg 

gold 
grass 
great 
again 
target 
girder 

eggshell 
bigger 

grammar 
group 

imagine 
regular 

forgotten 
debugged 
sluggish 

unclogged 
ghost 

ghetto 
ghoul 
guard 
guide 
guess 
guest 

league 
fatigue 

 

government 
bargain 

category 
recognize 
signature 
suggest 

aggressive 
exaggerate 
spaghetti 

ghastly 
dinghy 
yogurt 

guarantee 
disguise 

disguisable 
beguile 
intrigue 

analogue 
synagogue 
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/m/ 

m - man m – man 
mm - hammer 

 

m - man 
mm - hammer 

me – some 
mb - comb 

 

m - man 
mm - hammer 

me - some 
mb - comb 

mn - autumn 

m - man 
mm - hammer 

me - some 
mb - comb 

mn - autumn 
mme - programme 

mum 
mat 
mop 
jump 

cramp 
thump 
them 

thump 
match 

summer 

move 
improve 

Christmas 
mind 
many 

money 
most 

mummy 
drummer 
dimming 

come 
some 
climb 
comb 
limb 

complete   experiment 
extreme   famous 

imagine   important   
material   medicine 

mention 
minute 
promise 

remember 
woman 
women 
scheme 
gimmick 
grammar 

commerce 
comment 
immense 
comely 
income 

honeycomb 
crumbly 

damn 
hymn 

column 
autumn 

rhythm   accompany 
amateur   competition 

determined   embarrass 
familiar   government 

marvelous   mischievous 
muscle   parliament 

stomach   symbol 
system 

temperature 
immediate 

immediately 
recommend 

accommodate 
committee 

communicate 
communion 

madame 
rhyme 

aplomb 
catacomb 
succumb 

condemned 
autumnal 

programme 
gramme 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/n/ 

n – nan 
 

n – nan 
nn – runner  

 

n – nan 
nn – runner  
kn – knee  
gn – gnaw  

 

n – nan 
nn – runner  
kn – knee  
gn – gnaw  

 

n – nan 
nn – runner  
kn – knee  
gn – gnaw  

pn – pneumonia  

nan 
not 
an 

pan 
not 
tan 

bend 
dent 
nuts 
sent 

runner  
funny 
sunny 
dinner 

any 
kind 
find 
only 

money 
connect 
spanner 
scanner 
spinner 

knee  
know 
knew 
gnaw  
gnat 

gnome 

centre 
business 
consider 
occasion 
strength 
unhinge 

unpinned 
cannon 

knowledge 
knock 
known 

unknown 
sign 

resign 
reign 

communicate 
recognise 
profession 

convenience 
innate 

uncanny 
knuckle 
foreign 

campaign 
champagne 
pneumonia 
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Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

/sh/ 

sh – ship  
 

sh – ship  
 

sh – ship  
s – sugar  

sh – ship  
s – sugar 

ss – pressure  
ch – machine  

ti –station  
ci – magician  

sh – ship  
s – sugar 

ss – pressure  
ch – machine  

ti –station  
ci – magician 

ce – ocean  
sci – conscience  

ship  
fish 

mash 
dash 

blush  
brush 
fresh 
shrug 

should 
bushes 
finish 

goldfish 
sugar  
sure 

banish 
cherish 

mushroom 
occasion 

occasionally 
capsule 

pressure  
possession 

passion 
mission 
machine  

chef 
parachute 

station  
mention 
position 

lotion 
fraction 

magician  
special 

optician 
suspicion 

 

shudder   relinquish 
establish 
shoulder 
insulate 

profession 
expression 
discussion 
ricochet 
chivalry 
charade 

brochure 
dictionary 
devotion 

completion 
elation 
ancient 

magician 
optician 

electrician 
ocean 

crustacean 
conscience  
conscious 
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/j/ 

j – jug  
 

j – jug  
 

j – jug  
ge – page  

dge – bridge  
g – giant  

 

j – jug  
ge – page  

dge – bridge  
g – giant  

 

j – jug  
ge – page  

dge – bridge  
g – giant  

di – soldier  
gg – exaggerate  

d – due  
gi – region  

jug  
jog 
jam 
jet 

joke 
jeep 
jump 

juice 
jacket 
jelly 
page  
rage 

sponge 
large 

strange 
bridge 
hedge 
lodge 
 giant  
gentle 

gesture 

jungle 
junior 
object 
inject 

baggage 
package 
average 

knowledge 
fridge 
sledge 

imagine 
magic 
logic 

urgent 

journey 
rejoice 
hijack 

prejudice 
marriage 
average 

language 
abridge 
porridge 

vegetable 
imagination 

original 
refugee 
soldier  

exaggerate  
suggest 

due  
duel 

region  
religion 
hygiene 
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/k/ 

c – cat  
k – kit  

ck – sock  
 

c – cat  
k – kit  

ck – sock  
 

c – cat  
k – kit  

ck – sock  
 

c – cat  
k – kit  

ck – sock  
ch – loch  

que – cheque  

c – cat  
k – kit  

ck – sock  
ch – loch  

que – cheque 
cc – accommodate  

cat  
cot 
kit  
kid 

sock  
pick 
kick 

 

 

clip 
crab 

clump 
kick 
bake 
croak 
cloak 
quack  
shock 
truck 

 

panic 
traffic 
clash 
could 
climb 
class 
break 
kind 

cheeky 
cooking 
keeper 

checklist 
kickoff 
backup 

chopsticks 

actual 
calendar 
caught 

complete 
consider 

skate 
kingdom 
kitchen 

hammock 
stocking 

shipwreck 
 loch  

school 
choir 
echo 

cheque  
opaque 

category   committee 
communicate 

vehicle 
awkward   trek 

panicking 
toothpick 
orchestra 
monarch 
anchor 

picturesque 
technique 

unique 
cc – accommodate  

accuse 
accompany 

occur 
account 

/nk/ (blend) 

 nk - pink nk - pink nk - pink nk - pink 

 pink    bank 
chunk 
dunk 
blink 

skunk 
conker 

monkey 
slinky 

ankle 
sprinkling 
junkyard 
overthink 

embankment 
bankrupt 

unthinkable 
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/s/ 

s - sun 
ss - mess 

 

s - sun 
ss - mess 

se - house 
 

s - sun 
ss - mess 

se - house 
ce - dice 

c - centre 
 

s - sun 
ss - mess 

se - house 
ce - dice 

c - centre 
sc - science 
sw - answer 

 

s - sun 
ss - mess 

se - house 
ce - dice 

c - centre 
sc - science 
sw - answer 

st - castle 
ps - psychotic 

sat 
sob 
gas 
bus 
yes 
sell 
less 
boss 
fuss 
kiss 
hiss 

mass 
toss 

best 
fist 

dusk 
scrap 
squint 
slang 
stash 
swing 
cress 
floss 

stress 
bossy 
fossil 
fussy 
essay 
goose 
geese 
morse 
purse 
rinse 
sense 

whisk   case 
dose   snatch 
across   assist 

blossom   assume 
madness   mattress 
weakness   wireless 

lactose   suitcase 
crease   grease 
mouse   sparse 
princess   ace 

lace   lice 
choice 
fence 
force 

Greece 
mince 

process 
cell 
acid 

advice 
cellar 

consider   describe 
disappear   famous 

history   interest 
occasion   opposite 

various 
address   possess 

possible   pressure 
increase   surprise 

promise 
experience   notice 

sentence 
accidentally   centre 

century   certain 
circle   decide 

exercise 
medicine 

recent 
special 
science 
answer 

system   conscious 
controversy   correspond 

curiosity   desperate 
disastrous   especially 

marvellous   mischievous 
persuade   physical 

restaurant   secretary 
signature   soldier 
stomach    harass 

embarrass   aggressive  
conscience   convenience 

existence   hindrance 
nuisance   prejudice 

sacrifice 
cemetery   criticise 

excellent   necessary 
pronunciation   sincere 

sufficient   muscle 
fasten   hustle 
jostle   whistle 
psalm   psychic 
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/l/ 

l - leg 
ll - hill 

 

l - leg 
ll - hill 

 

l - leg 
ll - hill 

 

l - leg 
ll - hill 

 

l - leg 
ll – hill 

le - bottle 

lap 
lad 
leg 
lip 
lick 
boil 
coal 
feel 
cool 
bell 
shell 
hill 
chill 

 
 
 

 
 

 

belt 
blend 
black 
flash 
clock 
scold 
drill 

swell 
smell 
skull 
thrill 

 
 
 
 
 

 

bowl 
life 
late 
lake 
leaf 
lead 
dole 
belly 
chilly 
fellow 
fallow 
hollow 
holly 

 
 
 

believe 
calendar 
complete 
difficult 
island 
early 

knowledge 
learn 

length 
library 

material 
natural 

particular 
peculiar 
popular 

probably 
regular 
special 

although 
accidentally 

actually 
occasionally 

 

develop 
explanation 

familiar 
frequently 
individual 
language 

leisure 
lightning 

parliament 
twelfth 
symbol 
soldier 

shoulder 
relevant 
privilege 
physical 

especially 
excellent 

marvellous 
muscle 
vehicle 
bottle 
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/ul/ 

  le - table 
el - camel 

al - hospital 
il - pupil 

ul - careful 
 

le - table 
el - camel 

al - hospital 
il - pupil 

ul - careful 
 

le - table 
el - camel 

al - hospital 
il - pupil 

ul - careful 
symbol - ol 

  table   little 
tunnel   camel 

cancel 
hospital   animal 

metal 
pupil   fossil 

pencil 
careful 

beautiful 

bicycle   circle 
channel 

cancellation 
material   natural 
special   crystal 

tranquil 
council 

distrustful 
unfaithful 

available   knuckle 
enamel 

cancellable 
practical   individual 

physical 
civil   civilisation 

thoughtful 
symbol   petrol 

/z/ 

z - zip 
zz - buzz 

 

z - zip 
zz - buzz 

 

z - zip 
zz - buzz 

s - is 
se - please 

 

z - zip 
zz - buzz 

s - is 
se - please 
ze - snooze 

z - zip 
zz - buzz 

s - is 
se - please 
ze - snooze 

zig   zag 
zip   zap 

zack   quiz 
zoo 
buzz 
fizz 
fuzz 
jazz 

buzzer 

zebra 
zest 

freezer 
lizard 
frizz 

 

doze   froze 
graze  maze 
lazy   zero 

whizz   fizzy 
snazzy 

chose   these 
wise   those 
nose   chose 
tease   noise 

zillion   zealous 
dazzle   drizzle 

puzzle 
busy  business 

exercise   advertise 
organise   criticise 

booze   sneeze 
squeeze 

maize 

apologise 
authorise 

compromise 
bruise 

recognise 
generalise 
emphasise 
magazine 

gauze 

 


